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of our veterans and our servicemen and
women.

This bill, were it to stand alone,
would enjoy overwhelming bipartisan
support in both the House and the Sen-
ate. Yet, the Democrat leaders have
failed, to this day, to appoint conferees
to a conference on this bill. Instead,
they joined it to a bloated Labor bill.
These are the kinds of political games
that disgust the American people.

———

UNTIE MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AND VETERANS FUNDING

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, let us suppose
that I went out to buy a new car today,
and I went to the dealer and I made a
deal, saw exactly what I wanted, made
an agreement on the price, and I called
him up tomorrow and asked when it
would be available, and I called him up
the day after that, and I called him up
the day after that, and after 140 days
he finally said, you can come in and
pick up your car. And when I went in
to pick up the car he said, oh, by the
way, we have this used car in the back
that no one will buy, this clunker, this
thing that won’t work, and that’s part
of the deal. Now, you have to not only
pay what it’s worth, but you have to
pay $9.7 thousand additional dollars for
it.

Would you consider that fair? Would
that be considered fair dealing? Would
you really be concerned about the pur-
chaser and what they’re purchasing, or
would it look like sharp practices?
Would it look like kind of rope-a-dope?
Would it look like a bait-and-switch?

What do we have here?

We have a bill that’s been waiting for
140 days for us to vote on that we have
almost unanimous agreement on, and
what are they doing? They’re tying a
clunker to it.

Untie this, Madam Speaker,
allow us to get our business done.

———

OUR VETERANS DESERVE BETTER
THAN POLITICS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, it used to be that there were
just some things you simply didn’t
play partisan games with: Our mili-
tary, our kids, and especially our vet-
erans.

But not in this Congress. In this
House of politics, no matter is safe
from political posturing and exploi-
tation. From playing class warfare
with every proposal, to using children
as political props, politics has trumped
policy from day one.

Now the new majority has sunk to a
new low, holding our Nation’s proud
veterans hostage. And for what,
Madam Speaker? Pork.
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Though the veterans spending bill
passed this House months ago with 409
votes, the new majority has refused to
allow the legislation to move forward,
and veterans demand action.

This is a clear demonstration of
where the majority’s priorities lie. It’s
shameful and sad that the loony left in
this House are willing to exploit our
veterans as a political tool so that they
can get their hands on ever more hard-
earned American tax dollars.

Madam Speaker, bring up the vet-
erans bill free from pork and free from
politics.

———
MINI-BUS APPROPRIATIONS BILL

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to call out to the American
people to ask them to take notice of
what’s happening here on the floor.
When the majority party took control
in January, they promised a new direc-
tion. But the only direction they’ve re-
ceived is to go backwards. Here it is
November, and the President has not
received one appropriations bill on his
desk.

The Congress has not moved this
slowly in 20 years, and the reason is
purely political. They want to dras-
tically increase social spending, and
they can’t get a bill passed on social
spending without coupling it and hold-
ing hostage our veterans bill.

Our veterans deserve better. Our vet-
erans deserve the funding that they
need.

I hope every veteran in America is
listening to this debate today. I hope
they realize that the veterans funding
is being held hostage.

The President will veto the social
spending the Democrats propose and
thus delay the funds needed to go to
our veterans around this country.

I urge the majority party to stop this
charade, give the veterans a straight
up-or-down vote, and it’ll pass this
House overwhelmingly.

I thank the Congress for listening. I
thank the American people for listen-
ing to me.

——
FUNDING FOR OUR VETERANS

(Mr. SHADEGG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SHADEGG. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express my disappoint-
ment and sadness at the majority’s
politicization of funding for our vet-
erans.

This is a sad day. Today, the major-
ity is tying Veterans Affairs funding to
outrageous overspending in a com-
pletely separate bill to pork. That is a
sad day. It’s using our veterans for po-
litical gain.

America’s veterans deserve better
than that. They deserve the support of
the American people, and they -cer-
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tainly deserve the support of this Con-
gress.

Yet, as you’ve heard, the Veterans
Affairs appropriations act passed this
Congress months ago. It should have
gone to the President. But here we
stand today fighting the leadership of
the Democratic Party who has decided
to attach that bill to a separate, con-
tentious, already bloated spending
measure, essentially to blackmail our
veterans.

Madam Speaker, next week is Vet-
erans Day, and this is how we’re hon-
oring our veterans who have served our
country and fought for our freedom.

Our veterans deserve the money in
this legislation. They deserve to have
the appropriation passed as a stand-
alone. I call on the Congress to do that
now, today, and not to punish our Na-
tion’s veterans.

———
O 1100

STILL WAITING FOR VETERANS
FUNDING

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PEARCE. Madam Speaker, 40
years ago I won the lottery. That was
the draft lottery and I was able to
serve in Vietnam because I did win
that. An entire generation of young
men and women did the same; yet
today the majority is playing games
with our veterans, who sacrificed so
much back then.

Today marks the 37th day past the
fiscal year that Congress has failed to
pass veterans funding. We are losing
$18.5 million a day.

I hold two copies that I will insert
into the RECORD. These letters were
signed by 89 Members and asked the
Speaker and majority leader in the
Senate to put aside partisan games-
manship and bring a stand-alone vet-
erans bill to the floor. Since I wrote
these letters, weeks have passed, a fis-
cal year has run out, and our veterans
are still waiting on us to finalize a bill
to provide the funding for their benefit.

Madam Speaker, it is time for us to
do our job. Let’s fulfill the promises we
made to our veterans. Let’s remember
those who have served honorably, and
let’s treat them honorably.

———

CALLING FOR A CLEAN VETERANS
FUNDING BILL

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, 2
months ago today, our colleagues in
the other body passed this very impor-
tant bill designed to provide assistance
to our veterans. And here we are 2
months later, and there is a desperate
need to ensure that our Nation’s vet-
erans have exactly what they deserve.

Yesterday afternoon I followed the
example of our colleague, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), and
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